

News in the Corridor
January 2007
This email contains a mix of short news-bits and introductions for longer articles.  Having trouble viewing this email?  Try our website.


January 24th CCA Breakfast Forum:
Metro Lobbying Salem 2007
Brian Newman, Metro Councilor

 

Metro will be asking the State Legislature to consider economic development projects, transportation improvements, rural reserves and the Urban Growth Boundary. Join Brian Newman to discuss how these changes will affect you.
Wednesday, January 24th, 2007
7:30 am - 9:00 am

Reservations required.  For more information…


Critical Month for Public Comment on Columbia River Crossing
On February 27, 2007 the Columbia River Crossing Task Force will consider public comment collected since December, and will decide whether to modify the staff recommendation.  This is a very important milestone for the project and the publics’ input is crucial to making a decision.  Open houses will be held:

January 17, 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. in Battle Ground, WA
Saturday, January 20, 9:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. in Vancouver, WA
Thursday, January 25, 4:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. in Portland, OR
More information on Open House locations and the staff recommendation can be found on the CRC Web site at www.columbiarivercrossing.org.
Vacancies on the Portland Planning Commission
There are currently three openings on the Portland Planning Commission.  Applications are due by January 15.  The next three years will be an influential time to be on the Commission, when they'll be weighing in on the Citywide Strategic Plan, Comprehensive Plan Update, Central City Plan Update, River Plan, Airport and Columbia Corridor Plans, and others.  If interested, you can click on the websites below to learn more.

Information on the application process. 

Information on the Planning Commission.
Drainage Districts Handling the Load
Rainfall records were broken last November and there has not been much of a break since, but the Drainage Districts handled the load with few problems. In early November, we received over four inches in less than 48 hours, the equivalent of a 25 year storm event inside the districts. On-call staff was brought in to manage culverts and ditches as well as clearing blown down trees, and field crew members went on temporary 24 hour coverage.
The heavy rains provided a good test of recent upgrades in the SCADA system, the custom built computer program used to monitor water levels in the Columbia Slough and efficiently operate pumps within the system.  The rains also provided data used to verify recently completed water level models.   The actual rainfall amounts and slough levels were entered into the models and matched nearly identical to what the computer modeling predicted, providing a good “ground-truthing” of the models.  For more information or a demonstration of the system, contact Dave Hendricks or Bob Eaton at the Multnomah County Drainage District #1 at 503-281-5675, x 302 and 301 respectively.

Groundwater Protection Program Maps on Portlandmaps.com
Wondering if your business falls under Groundwater Protection Program regulations? Now you can simply type your address into Portlandmaps.com to determine if a property falls within the boundary. The map comes up under the Development tab, Zoning and also in the drop down menu under mapping. The link will take you to the Water Bureau’s wellhead protection webpage.
Call CCA with any questions about the Groundwater Protection Program or if you need assistance with spill kits and secondary containment: 503.287.8686.

Reynolds Industrial Site Update
In November 2006, the Port of Portland submitted an annexation application to the City of Troutdale. If the Troutdale Planning Commission and City Council approve the application in January/February 2007, final purchase of the property should occur in spring 2007.
The Port will be seeking an industrial tenant for the property who will provide good family wage jobs for East Multnomah County, a return on investment for the Port and a tax revenue stream for local government. Their goal is to develop this property to its highest and best industrial use. They are also working with local agencies to extend the 40 mile loop trail to the levee along the river, which would accommodate pedestrian and bicycle access. For more information on the development, please visit Reynolds Industrial Site. 
33rd Ave Bridge Open

It took a little longer than expected, but the NE 33rd Avenue bridge over Lombard finally opened. It’s still a confusing place, but it’s no longer in danger of falling down.
Columbia Corridor Stories Wanted
CCA is looking for stories. Specifically, you’re story. Why did you locate your business here? What was your major obstacle to get where you are today? How have local government agencies helped or hindered you?

If you have something to say, we’ve got ears. In some cases, we would like to include a member profile in our newsletter. In other cases, we want to tell your story to elected officials in order to highlight a need.

Email to corky@columbiacorridor.org, call 503.287.8686 or mail to PO Box 55651, Portland OR 97238. 
FAA Seeks Public Comment on PDX Noise 

The PDX Noise Compatibility Study Update has been accepted by the FAA and is open to public comment until February 15. For more information…
Welcome New and Renewing Members!
	CB Richard Ellis

	CH2M HILL

	City of Gresham

	Columbia Steel Casting

	Days Inn

	Dynea Overlays

	Metro Metals

	OPUS NW

	Oregon Transfer Co

	Pacific NW Federal CU

	Perkins Coie

	Sheraton Portland Airport Hotel

	Skyport Properties

	The Bookin Group


CCA Strategic Planning 

Each January, the CCA Board of Directors sits down to evaluate how we can be most helpful to our members. This year’s focus will be on long-term goals. If you have comments, please call Corky at 503.287.8686. The more people involved, the better the result.
"The Other Portland": Art and Ecology in the 5th Quadrant
"The Other Portland" is about artists' interpretations of the ecology, both natural and cultural, that exists in North Portland. The artists chosen for the exhibition have responded to and identified various environmental issues, with particular interest in Smith and Bybee Lakes, and the Willamette and Columbia Rivers.

January 4 – February 24 at the Portland Art Center, located at 32 NW 5th Ave in Old Town. Open noon - 6 p.m., Wed--Sun.  For more information or call 503-823-4099.
Eco-roofs Brownbag at City Hall 
Tuesday, January 16, noon - 1 p.m. Grab your sack lunch and head to City Hall for lunch with the River Renaissance. Learn about the City's new Ecoroof Program. The event will be held in the Lovejoy Room at City Hall, 1221 SW 4th Avenue, and is free and open to the public. For more info visit www.portlandonline.com or call 503.823.5747.
Columbia Slough Watershed Council Awards Celebration
Celebrate the CSWC great achievements of 2006. Dinner, presentations, raffles and an auction will highlight this recognition of watershed-wide improvements.

Friday, January 19, 6-9 pm at the Embassy Suites Hotel - Portland Airport.
For tickets, contact The Columbia Slough Watershed Council at 503.281.1132 by January 12 or purchase online at www.columbiaslough.org.
Oregon Legislature on Television
If watching a state bill come up for a House vote sounds exciting, you’ll love the gavel to gavel coverage offered on The Oregon Channel. It’s unedited television coverage of state government and public affairs. The collaborative effort of public broadcasting stations, universities and the Legislature is available on cable, broadcast and online. More… 

Computer Recycling Options
Almost everything in a computer can be recycled instead of thrown into a landfill. Portland is home to several good computer re-use companies that put your computer back to use for low income families. They will also erase your hard drive—but be sure to ask. Equipment is often accepted at no charge, but donations keep the lights and heat on.

The Gresham Computer Recycling & Education Center is located at 2020 East Powell Blvd, 503.962.0615.
City Recycle is located at 6510-B NE Columbia Blvd, 503.254.1927.

Other computer re-use centers include Goodwill and Free Geek.  


Upcoming Events
January 19: Columbia Slough Watershed Council Awards Celebration
January 24: Breakfast Forum: Metro Lobbying in Salem 2007, with Brian Newman
February 28: Re-developing Brownfields

April 25: CCA’s Annual Real Estate Trends & Forecasts
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