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News in the Corridor

September 2006

This email contains a mix of short news-bits and introductions for longer articles.  Having trouble viewing this email?  Try our website.


15th Annual CCA Golf Classic



This Monday, September 18th
For the second year in a row, we’ve sold out the CCA Golf Classic, but we’re still looking for sponsors for Dinner and Golf Carts. Give Marissa a call at 503.287.8686 or go to ColumbiaCorridor.org.

Thanks to our Sponsors:
Halton—Grand Sponsor

Otak

Pacific Power

Group Mackenzie
Trammell Crow

Wells Development

Northside Ford

Portland Freightliner
LandAmerica

Capacity Commercial Group

Three Oaks Development

Miller Paint

Allied Waste

Jubitz

Boeing

Sheraton Portland Airport

Oregon Steel Mills

The Drainage Districts

ICPS

ALSCO

American Equipment Company
Willamette Fence Company
GCR Bridgestone/Firestone

Oil Re-Refining

Airgas/Miller Electric

PGP Valuation

Diversified Marine


September 27th CCA Breakfast Forum:
Tolls or Taxes?  Lanes or Trains?

The Regional Transportation Plan with Rex Burkholder

 

The Regional Transportation Plan is under construction and for the first time, freight will be a major component. How do we plan wisely for our transportation needs? What about our grandchildren's transportation needs? Do we alter our views based on higher gas prices? How do we accommodate the inevitable increase in truck traffic? 

Metro Councilor Rex Burkholder and Metro Freight Transportation Planner Deena Platman will be explaining their views and taking your suggestions.

Wednesday, September 27th, 2006
7:30 am - 9:00 am

Reservations required.  For more information…


DEQ Extends Comment Period on Stormwater Permits
The Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) has extended the public comment period for revised stormwater permits for industrial facilities operating within the Columbia Slough watershed. Last month the Oregon Environmental Quality Commission approved revisions in the 1200-COLS general permit which affects about 140 facilities operating in the Columbia Slough. The revised permit requires increased pollutant monitoring and public review of the permit application and stormwater control plan.  More…
End in Sight for Construction on NE 33rd Avenue

The new NE 33rd Avenue bridge over the Columbia Slough is mostly complete. Two-way traffic has been restored and there is only the occasional delay. Construction will be completely finished by the end of September. 

The 33rd Avenue bridge over Lombard will take a little bit longer, but should be open for traffic by the end of October. Workers accidentally ruptured a sewage line, but had the good fortune to do it while it was empty—a little bad luck mixed with a lot of relief. 

Columbia-Lombard East End Connector Moving Forward
There’s a lot of big equipment along the side of NE Killingsworth, as the new East End Connector is constructed. The first of two railroad bridges is 50% complete and the second bridge should be finished by April. Spring weather will determine the paving schedule, but the new roadway (officially called NE Columbia Way) should be open by June 2007. It will be a much needed improvement for traffic flowing between Columbia Blvd and the I-205/Sandy Blvd. interchange. 
Owens-Illinois Celebrates 50th Anniversary
Owens-Illinois celebrated its 50th Anniversary on August 26, 2006, with 600 family and friends. The plant, opened in 1956 on 78 acres in the Parkrose area to fill glass bottling needs in the Northwest, manufactures a million bottles a day. More… 

Columbia Corridor Stories Wanted
CCA is looking for stories. Specifically, you’re story. Why did you locate your business here? What was your major obstacle to get where you are today? How have local government agencies helped or hindered you?

If you have something to say, we’ve got ears. In some cases, we would like to include a member profile in our newsletter. In other cases, we want to tell your story to elected officials in order to highlight a need.

A written copy is preferred, but we’ve been known to pick up the phone and listen. Stories are windows to our experiences; ways for others to see bits of who we are and learn.

Email to corky@columbiacorridor.org, call 503.287.8686 or mail to PO Box 55651, Portland OR 97238. 
Portland Supplements Bull Run with Groundwater
If you thought your tap-water has been tasting a little different lately, it wasn’t your imagination. On August 15th, the Portland Water Bureau began blending up to 10 million gallons a day of water from the Columbia South Shore Well Field with approximately 150 million gallons of water a day from the Bull Run Watershed. The Water Bureau is taking into consideration recent warm dry weather – and the possibility for a warm dry fall – as part of the decision to turn on the groundwater well field to supplement water supply. 

Water Bureau Administrator David Schaff said, “this small supply supplement may be all we need to meet summer demand. The last time the city ran the well field was in 2004 – exercising these pumps is good for the equipment and provides an opportunity to cross-train staff on groundwater operations. People and pumps work better with practice."
More information on the groundwater supplement…
Chart of water quality for Bull Run, groundwater, and a blend of the two…
Manufacturing 21 Looking for a Home
Manufacturing 21 is requesting proposal sites for the new Center for Manufacturing and Infrastructure Engineering, with a target opening date in mid-2009. The proposed center will conduct high level research and development focused on maintaining worldwide competitive advantage. It will be a one-stop location for industry information, training and applied research end development. Copy of the Request for Sites.
UofO Economic Index for July
The index indicates continued economic growth in Oregon in the near term (three to six months). Still, the fall in the index over the past six months, along with a decrease in the number of improving indicators, suggests that the pace of activity is slowing. Copy of the index…
Welcome New and Renewing Members!

	ACME Storage

	American Industrial Uniform Services

	Associated General Contractors

	Group Mackenzie

	Leatherman Tool Group

	Mt Hood Community College

	Port of Portland

	Rainier Group I LLC

	Sapa Anodizing, Inc.

	WorkSource Oregon

	YoCream International


Aquifer Adventure September 23rd

Join the pirates of the Portland Water Bureau and the Columbia Slough Watershed Council for treasure hunts, canoe rides and a little education on Portland’s groundwater supply.  It’s free and you get a chance to talk like a pirate. More…
Mt. Hood Community College Seeks More Funds

The roof is leaking (literally) and Mt. Hood Community College would like you to vote for a $59 million bond measure to help with the needed improvements. Funds will also be used to enhance safety in construct new buildings. More…
Local Option Property Tax Levy for Portland Schools
Voters will consider a proposal to protect class size and educational programs with a five-year levy set at $1.25 per $1000 assessed value. The proposed measure would raise about $33 million for the 2007-08 school year and would continue for 5 years. More information on the Local Option Levy is available from Portlanders for Schools at 503-239-0606. More…
PSU Supervisor Training
The College of Business at Portland State University is offering its highly successful supervisors training program.  This program was designed by member companies of Manufacturing 21 (MFG 21) to meet the needs of your supervisors. More…
Purchasing Brownfields is No Longer Dirty Business
Potential buyers often run for the hills when they hear that a piece of property is contaminated. But brownfields come in all shades, from dark brown to beige, and banks are more receptive to financing them. CCA Treasurer Doug White explains what to consider if you’re interested in purchasing a brownfield in this Business Journal article.
Oregon Economic Forum: The Healthcare Crisis

Governor John Kitzhaber will be the keynote speaker at the 2006 Oregon Economic Forum in Portland. For more information…


Upcoming Events
September 27th Breakfast Forum: Regional Transportation Plan with Rex Burkholder
September 18th: CCA Annual Golf Classic
December 8th: CCA’s 20th Annual Meeting
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