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News in the Corridor

March 2006
This email contains a mix of short news-bits and introductions for longer articles.  Having trouble viewing this email?  Try our website.


Past, Present & Future Transportation in the Columbia Corridor


Tuesday, March 21, 2006
3:00 pm - 6:00 pm

Sheraton Portland Airport

Whether you know of a pothole that needs to be fixed, want information on construction projects, or have a question about future congestion, this is a great opportunity to talk to all the transportation agencies in one room.

Talk With

Portland Department of Transportation

Portland Freight Committee

Metro

Oregon Department of Transportation

Gresham Transportation Planning

TriMet & C-Tran

Port of Portland

Portland Business Alliance

UP & BNSF Railroads
Sam Adams, Dan Saltzman and Rod Park
This is a free event open to the public.

Drop by between 3pm and 6pm for snacks and lively discussion.

More information: contact CCA at 503.287.8686 or columbiacorridor.org.


33rd Avenue-Lombard Overpass closes for 7 Months
7 Month Closure:  The 33rd Ave. bridge over Lombard Ave. will be closed for reconstruction from March 17 through October 2006.  The 33rd Ave. bridge over the Columbia Slough will remain open; only the section over Lombard will be closed.  More…


Detour Map (pdf)
Watershed Management Plan Approved by City Council



Portland City Council passed the Watershed Management Plan on March 8 by unanimous vote.  It will now serve as a guide for City bureaus and a platform from which to coordinate stormwater regulations from various levels of government.
An overarching theme of the Plan is to achieve improved watershed health through watershed friendly development, installation of new stormwater infrastructure and the City repair and maintenance of existing infrastructure in new ways that will improve watershed health. The plan presents the science behind the need for these approaches and a management system to track City progress toward well-defined watershed health goals.  For more information and a copy of the plan…
More Container Ships Heading for Port
A few weeks ago, Yang Ming announced plans to have five ships travel between Taiwan, China and the Port of Portland, beginning in June.  This past week, Zim Integrated Shipping Services decided to ship from the Mediterranean and Sri Lanka to the Port of Portland.   Zim will arrive in May.  It looks like a busy summer at the Port.  More…
U of O Economic Indicators Gain
The University of Oregon Index of Economic Indicators™ gained in January for the fourth consecutive month, rising 0.1 percent to 107.9 (1996=100). Three of the eight indicators that comprise the UO Index—Oregon initial unemployment claims, The Oregonian help wanted ads, and Oregon non-farm payrolls—improved in January. Three indicators—Oregon residential building permits, U.S. manufacturing orders, and the interest rate spread—deteriorated. The remaining indicators—the Oregon weight distance tax and U.S. consumer confidence—were essentially unchanged. On net, improving indicators outweighed those that deteriorated.  Full report….
Metro Surveys Opinions of Growth
CCA and the East Metro Economic Alliance held a joint meeting on the new Metro survey of growth and transportation opinions.  Metro Councilors Rod Park and Rex Burkholder shared their perspectives on Portland’s growth.  Adam Davis of Davis, Hibbitts & Midghall presented the survey results and interpretation.
Among many results, “clear sentiment exists for concentrating development in already developed areas.”  This is echoed in the success of the Airport Way Urban Renewal Area in the Columbia Corridor.  For the full survey, go to the Metro website…. 
Three-Year Work Plan for Bureau of Planning
The Bureau of Planning's draft Three-Year Work Plan is available for your review and reference.  portlandonline.com/planning/index.cfm?c=28534
Portland Development Commission Opportunities
The PDC's Development Opportunity Services (DOS) Program has been a proven tool for neighborhood commercial revitalization in Portland over the past seven years.  Since its inception in 1996, the program has provided over $1 million to fund predevelopment services for more than 100 projects. This has resulted in over $12 million of private investment.   Learn about the positive impact of this program in this DOS report.
Welcome New and Renewing Members!


PacifiCorp
	American Equipment Company

Bridgewater Group

	Cushman & Wakefield

	Farwest Fibers

	Holiday Inn Portland Airport

Integrated Corporate Property Services

	JR Simplot Co.

Key Bank

	LandAmerica

	Market Transport LTD

	Maul Foster & Alongi

	Miller Paint Company, Inc.

	Norris & Stevens

	Providence Health System

Quest Property Management

Stoel Rives LLP


Love Cats?  Be a Volunteer 
Be a foster cat parent for Multnomah County Animal Services.  Volunteers are instrumental in supporting staff and assisting in the care and adoption of shelter animals.  For more information…or call Katie Hill, Volunteer Coordinator -- 503-988-7387 x25255



Upcoming Events
March 21:  Transportation Open House
April 19:  Meet the Candidates for Portland City Commission and Multnomah County Commissioner
April 26:  Annual Real Estate Trends & Forecasts Breakfast Forum
May 24:  Green Building Opportunities Breakfast Forum
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