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This email contains a mix of short news-bits and introductions for longer articles.  Having trouble viewing this email?  Try our website.


Spirit of Portland Award Goes to Chuck Harrison
CCA Board member Chuck Harrison received the Spirit of Portland award from Mayor Tom Potter on December 13th. The Spirit of Portland Awards are presented every year to those who have made extraordinary contributions to our city and neighborhoods.

Transportation Opinions in the Oregonian
CCA President Gregg Weston and Metro Councilor Rex Burkholder squared off in the December 18 Oregonian on how to address the region’s transportation needs. Check out the articles by Gregg and Rex.

Proposed New Structure for Portland Business License Fee
Commissioner Adams is proposing a new approach to the Business License Fee (BLF). The City of Portland receives about $53 million annually from BLF revenues.   The tax is based on net profits of a business in Portland.  The past three years has brought an increase of 24% in these revenues, demonstrating that the city can afford a tax cut. 

Commissioner Adams suggests raising the minimum Owner’s Compensation Deduction and increasing the Gross Receipts Exemption. The biggest questions surround his new progressive minimum tax. The progressive minimum tax would be based on one of the following: number of Portland employees; gross receipts in Portland, or a combination of the two options. His draft proposal is expected in January. More…
Columbia River Crossing Options Narrowed
The potential designs for a new I-5 bridge over the Columbia River are taking better shape. In the next few months, the Task Force will make decisions about which few designs to study in an Environmental Impact Review. CRC updates…
CCA led a small group of freight managers meeting with CRC staff about improvements to the Marine Dr. interchange. If you have questions or suggestions, call Corky at 503.287.8686.

Salvation Army Proposes Adult Rehab Center on NE 82nd
A site just north of the CCA office and south of Alderwood on NE 82nd is where the Salvation Army would like to develop an adult rehabilitation center. Included in the project is an 80,000 square foot warehouse, 20,000 square foot retail store and a 125 bed residential treatment program. For more information, contact Kathy Fuerstenau at 503.252.0749.
Port of Portland Video on Columbia River Channel Deepening
Want to learn more about channel deepening and watch an award winning video?  Check out this video.
Another Port Award: Favorite Airport in the US
PDX has won the Conde Nast Traveler award for Best U.S. Airport, voted by business travelers. “Years of costly renovations have paid off: Oregon’s Portland International takes first prize among domestic airports, thanks to easy access (via MAX), an array of shops, …and free wireless Internet access throughout the main terminal.”
Congratulations to the Port, Mary Maxwell, director of aviation, and the wonderful PDX employees.
UofO Economic Index for October
The University of Oregon Index of Economic Indicators™ gained 0.5 percent in October, increasing for the second consecutive month. The mixed nature of the data and the mostly stable index over the past year is consistent with an economy that is transitioning to a lower rate of economic activity. Still, the index indicates continued economic growth in Oregon for the next three to six months. PDF of the index…
Welcome New and Renewing Members!

David Evans & Associates
Hanson Pipe & Products Northwest
Jubitz Truck Stop
Pierce Pacific Manufacturing
Portland Freightliner
Portland Business Alliance
Ramis Crew Corrigan, LLP
Groundwater Protection Program Annual Reports Due
Each year, businesses that handle hazardous chemical in the Columbia South Shore Well Field are required to notify the Portland Water Bureau what chemicals they store on site. The reports are used to help businesses comply with regulations designed to protect the water supply.
The Columbia South Shore Well Field is Oregon’s second largest municipal water supply. The Groundwater Protection Program was designed by the Water Bureau and CCA to protect our drinking water supply while also respecting business needs and abilities. For information visit www.portlandonline.com/water or www.columbiacorridor.org. 
NAYA Family Center Moves to the Columbia Corridor
The employees of the Native American Youth and Family Center (NAYA) – former site of Whitaker-Lakeside School would like to say hello. They provide educational, family, employment, housing and community development services, as well as native-specific arts/crafts and dance/regalia classes (free).  Please feel free to call John Walker (503.288.8177, ext 206) to arrange a tour of the facility and to discuss community partnerships.
Business Classes at Mt. Hood Community College and PSU 
MHCC has eight individual three-hour seminars designed to quickly provide the tools needed to more effectively compete today’s business environment. Each workshop is facilitated by a subject matter expert specializing in the particular area of business management.  Only $29 per seminar.  

More information can be found at http://www.mhcc.edu/pages/2645.asp. 
PSU is offering another accelerated supervision certificate in January.  CCA members get a $200 discount!  Classes start January 17th: www.pdc.pdx.edu/accel_supervision.
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