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News in the Corridor

August 2006

This email contains a mix of short news-bits and introductions for longer articles.  Having trouble viewing this email?  Try our website.


August 30th CCA Breakfast Forum:
Sam Adams' Business Initiatives

Portland City Commissioner Sam Adams joins us for breakfast to discuss how we can improve the business climate in Portland. The Economic Dashboard project, easier permitting processes, and traffic improvements are a few of the topics we'll cover.
Wednesday, August 30th, 2006
7:30 am - 9:00 am

Reservations required.  For more information…


Columbia River Crossing Plans are Moving Forward


A lot is going on at the Columbia River Crossing office in Vancouver. CCA is on the Freight Working Group, helping to integrate freight transportation needs into the design options.
There are currently twelve designs moving forward. A number of public events are planned. Your insights and comments are wanted. More…
The Columbia River Crossing Task Force will meet on August 16 to review preliminary designs. The meeting is open to the public, but public comments on the designs will not be taken at this meeting (they’re still a little too preliminary). For agenda and location…
Columbia Corridor Stories Wanted
CCA is looking for stories. Specifically, you’re story. Why did you locate your business here? What was your major obstacle to get where you are today? How have local government agencies helped or hindered you?

If you have something to say, we’ve got ears. In some cases, we would like to include a member profile in our newsletter. In other cases, we want to tell your story to elected officials in order to highlight a need.

A written copy is preferred, but we’ve been known to pick up the phone and listen. Stories are windows to our experiences; ways for others to see bits of who we are and learn.

Email to corky@columbiacorridor.org, call 503.287.8686 or mail to PO Box 55651, Portland OR 97238. 
Be a Golf Classic Sponsor

We’ve had a great response from sponsors for our Annual Golf Classic on September 18th. But we’re still looking for sponsors for Lunch, Golf Carts and Putting Contest, as well as more Gold & Platinum Sponsors. Give Marissa a call at 503.287.8686 or go to ColumbiaCorridor.org.
Thanks to those that have already signed on:

Halton—Grand Tournament Sponsor
Otak

Pacific Power

Group Mackenzie
Wells Development

Northside Ford

Portland Freightliner
LandAmerica

Capacity Commercial Group

Three Oaks Development

Miller Paint

Allied Waste

Jubitz

Boeing

Sheraton Portland Airport

Oregon Steel Mills

The Drainage Districts

ICPS

ALSCO

American Equipment Company
Willamette Fence Company
Metro’s Parks Bond Measure 

This November, Metro region voters will vote on a $227 million bond measure designed to protect natural areas, parks and streams across the region. Most of the money is set aside for acquisition of important unprotected natural areas from willing sellers (eminent domain will not be used). The Columbia Slough Watershed stands to be one of the biggest beneficiaries of this measure.

$14 million will be set aside for an opportunity grants program. There will be opportunities for Columbia Corridor businesses to apply for matching funds to improve privately owned greenspace. More…
Regional Business Plan News
Remember the Regional Business Plan development last year? It’s not collecting dust. Check out the most recent newsletter…
Welcome New and Renewing Members!

Comcast

City of Portland

Grubb & Ellis

Northwest Natural

PGP Valuation, Inc.

Portal Oaks

Walsh & Sons Trucking Co.

WRG Design, Inc.

June Index of Economic Indicators
The University of Oregon Index of Economic Indicators™ declined 0.2 percent in June. Two indicators—U.S. consumer confidence and new manufacturing orders—improved. Four indicators—help-wanted advertising in The Oregonian, the Oregon weight-distance tax, Oregon non-farm payrolls, and interest rate spread—deteriorated. Oregon residential building permits and Oregon initial

unemployment claims were essentially unchanged. The full report (pdf)…
Oregon Economic Forum: The Healthcare Crisis

Governor John Kitzhaber will be the keynote speaker at the 2006 Oregon Economic Forum in Portland. For more information…


Upcoming Events
August 30th Breakfast Forum: Sam Adams’ Business Initiatives
September 18th: CCA Annual Golf Classic
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